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Newsletter of the Bromeliad Society of Central Florida

Next Meeting: Monday, May 282007
Where: Leu Gardens, 1920 N. Forest Ave. Orlando

6:30pm Refreshmen& the Member Market

Program 1. "Beginners Guide to Bromeliad plants and culture” presented byDean Fairchild
Program 2: introduces a new activityfor our club that has had greatsuccess with other Florida

Bromeliad societiee BROMELIAD BINGO

t 0s Show T

Bromeliad Society of Central Florida

Refreshments: A- H

7:00pm Meeting begins

Annual Mot her ®dDay Show & Sale

Sc hedule of Events

Thursday May 11

Setup show & sale
Show Plant registration
Sale plants received

Friday may 12

Late registration
Plant sale opens
Judges luncheon
Show open

Saturday May 13

after 9:30 pm

10 611
10 611

9:00 610:00 AM

10 am

pm
pm

09 pm

11:30 am
6 09 pm

Show & plant sale open

Sunday may 14

Show & Plant sale open
Dismantle show and sale

10 am

noon
6 07 pm

09 pm

06 pm

m e



Bromeliad Bingo to be Played at the May M eeting

We will be playing Bromeliad Bingo at the May meetirtveryone whb donatesa nice plant to
be used as a prize g&x8ingo cards. All other members will get 1 Bingo cardlhis is NOT
your mothers Bingo and spetiromeliad rules and Bromeligglaying cards are being
introduced. The prizes will be distributed mucfaster than mom ever got.

Grooming Plants for Show by Odean Head, Houston, Texas

We will be discussing some of the criteria for selecting potential entries and grooming procedures that can
add beauty and judging credits to the entry.

SELECTING PLANTS

Sometimes we have a problem getting started in our selection process becauskekéngréor a plant

that is ready to be on the head table. | usually have to make several trips through my collection before |
get very many plants to consider. | can move on faster with this process when | decide to defer making
the final evaluations angklections until after the grooming has been completed or at least attempted. This
will allow me to be a little more lenient in my initial evaluation. We should also familiarize ourselves
with the show schedule and try to get entries in as many of thgocig®e as we can to make it a better
balanced show.

My grooming procedures do not change that much from year to year but | usually learn something new
each year that helps me. You are already aware of some of these procedures but it could stililthe helpf
review them.

CLEANING PLANTS

| use a water hose with a spray nozzle that will furnish a good solid stream without too much pressure to
wash out dirt, tree leaves and other debris. After the first wash, look deep into the leaves for leaves and
dirt that did not come out. Be careful about digging too much with your fingers because you may break or
tear a leaf. It is best to use some long tweezers or a surgical hemostat to pull out the debris. You can
loosen the stubborn dirt inside the base of therdagares with a small artist brush. Rinse the plant again

to remove loosened dirt and debris. Clean the surfaces of leaves individually. The cleaning intensity will
vary from plant to plant depending on how delicate the leaf is and whether it has sooitf Ibrit has

scurf, be careful not to remove any of it because it will not regenerate and will be obvious to the judges.
On most of my plants | will suds each leaf with ivory soap and a heavy artist brush. If the leaves are not
too treacherous | will plkach leaf through my fingers to loosen the more stubborn dirt. This should also
remove any dead scale that might be attached to the leaf. If the scale does not rub right off it may still be
alive and the plant should be treated with Safer® sBaple onshow plants is a big NONext | rinse

the plant with clean water again using the spray nozzle.

| then set this plant to one side and work on the next plant while that one is drying. You really can't tell
whether some plants are clean or not until thgy ¥ou may have to go back and touch up some spots

that you missed and rinse again (be sure to get all of the soap out). If you have any salt problems, which |
do, you will need to take some additional steps to remove the salt deposits. Sometimesaapifgrof

the salt area will do the job. | will usually let the soap stay on for a little while and work on another plant.
Then | will rub the salt area lightly with theush or my thumb. Be very careful, some plants bruise easily

and you will damage thieaf. | have been successful using pineapple juice on some of the stubborn salt
deposits. Some of our members use club soda for this purpose, successfully. When you use the pineapple
juice or any citric juice, be sure and rinse it well or it may leaviickys shiny film on the plant and be
penalized by the judges. The club soda will not leave the sticky residue. Again, | will have to wait until it



dries before | know for sure that the salt deposits are gone. Some of the procedures may have to be
repeatedlt is almost impossible to completely remove the residue from sothe afarker leaved plants
and | will usually go ahead and enter them when only faint traces are visible.

REPOTTING

It is usually easier to repot a plant than it is to clean the pd.iFlkalso a good time to select a pot size
that is in proper proportion to the plant. Also be aware of what constitutes a standard pot. A pretty pot
will probably be classified as decorative and be placed in the Artistic, Decorative Container Division
under a different set of judging rules (If you have some pretty or unusual pots, you should consider
entering this division).

Pot the plant at the proper depth. Quite often this means putting the plant into a slightly larger pot if the
root ball is so bighat the caudex which has been exposed from the removal of lower leaves

cannot be covered in the new pot. If the plant has to go back into the same size pot, the root ball can be
trimmed to allow the plant to sit at the right level. Do not pot it too dedess you have something to

hide because the judges may assume you are hiding something and take off accordingly.

Be sure to center the plant in the pot as near as possible (you may need a larger pot in order to do this) and
check to be sure it is uphg It is very important for the plant to be sitting straight. Set the plant down

and look at its conformation both from the top and from the side. Straighten the plant if needed and firm
the soil around it so that it will stay straight. Be sure the mixopnis neat. Some use a special top
dressing, but | don't think t n@cessary so long as it is neat.

TRIMMING LEAVES

Leaf damage is a common cultural problem in growing bromeliads and you can bet money that the judges
will see any that exist. They carsalusually see where you have trimmed. If you have done a good
trimming job they may not take off any points at all unless too much was required. Before you start
cutting try to visualize what effect the cut will have on the plants appearance. If yotolaurea leaf tip

back take too far it could change the overall shape of the leaf as well as its conformation. Normally you
should trim a leaf tip to its natural shape but how should you treat a fingernail tip? Analyze the damage
and the effect of the trirnefore you act. You may want to only trim the brown, changing its shape rather
than take off the color. You may decide not to trim it at all if it will do more harm than good. In those
cases the judges can usually see your dilemma and be lenient iistlitte else wrong with the plant.

Some trimming of leaf edges close to the base can also be done where there are no spines but try to keep a
smooth leaf edge.

FINAL EVALUATION FOR SHOW ENTRY

Look at the overall appearance of the plant. Does it apedthly and well grown? Does its foliage have

the good sheen or scurf appropriate for the plant? Are the colors rich and the markings clear? How about
its symmetry, is it appropriate? Is the size close to maturity? Check the leaf damage. Is it too severe?
Does it need more grooming? CAUTIOR0 not be over critical. You can expect to be short in one or
more of these areas since there are few if any perfect plants.

TRANSPORTING PLANTS

Getting all your plants groomed for show can be frustrating enough wihgutrauma on the way to the

show. Take some extra time in packing your plants to make sure they do not damage each other or topple
over. You would be smart to take some of your cleaning tools and maybe some extra mix wfibh gou

last minute check jush case you have a little mishap on the way.

This article was taken in part from The Bulletin of the Bromeliad Society/Houston
Vol 29 No 4- April 1996

Dondt forget to bring in plants for the shabhe &the el | t

raffle table and for Bromeliad Bingo.



BSCF Ramble Yard Tour

Marty's main hobby is growing tropicals (bromeliads, orchids, helicomalsgmgers). His yard has a
greenhouse for winter protection and w
completely oak shaded until Hurrica
Charley passed through. He built 4
emergency "MASH" unit to save his babie
This has been replaced by a more permar
shade house. As the slkadrows back he
plans on returning bromeliads to the bedsl]i
the yard. Come see thHaeginningsof the
worl doés | argest br ogH! i | andscape bed. He
also has an owl nesting box with a miniat
video camera so you can watch the nest
screech owls!

Secod on the Ramble Tour will be th
greenhouse of John Boardman, of Sa
Cloud. He has been growing bromeliads si
1990. He joined the Bromeliad Society ¢
Central Florida around the same time. Hi
greenhouse is 350 X
50% shade chkh. He specializes in colorfu
Neoregelia species and hybrids. He sdiv
variegated bromeliads are one of his favoritesJohn Boardman & friend in his shadehouse

He also has a nice collection of different genera such Hechtias, Dyckias, Quesnelias, and Aechmeas.
With over 1000 plants in his greentsguand yard this will surly be a fun, and interesting morning with
John. Though these plants are his private collection, he will have some for sale. Afterwards, join John
for lunch around the corner from his house at the Lakeside Inn & Café locatedlmwatheul shores

of Alligator Lake. A sign up sheet will be passed around at the meeting for those wanting to go to
lunch.

BSCF booth at the Leu Gardens salghis past
March.

Photo taken by Pam Flesher whileshe wagiOut
& About 0.

Ruby Fielding

BSCF member, Bby Fielding, passed away April
14. She has been a member of the Bromeliad
Society for the last 7 years. Ruby was a great lady,
a good friend, and will be missed by all her knew
her. She was small in stature but hirgspirit. Our
sincere sympathies gotoio her family



